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RONNI KOMAROW, BONNIE PARR PHILIPSON
AND ELLEN THOMPSON

As the audlence arrlved, three dancers ln
oyeralls were onstage playlng wlth cardboard
cyllnders, dlscusslng thetr constructlon v,l.th
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Scrlba Wtritmore,s stage presence and eerte
grace hlghllghted ,,One God. Two Me. Three
You and Four Dlmenslons.tt Whltmore. search-
lng lor the Idea ln L!fs, contend6 wlth a
shadowy, mysterlous God sdll lrr the process of
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[ng the unlverse. Danclng and technlcal

effects tog€ther produced strong lmages of
scovery, of doors openlng and eggs crack-

lng open. One projecHon onto the dome et-
fectlvely transformeci the entlre audltorlum
lnto an eggshell.

The thlrd plece by Suzanne Whlte, t'The
Death of Charlle Nob€lt'r was the most power-
ful for me. Stark, tragl: lmages of drownlng
and death were presented through fllm, dance,
pantomlme, vldeo, props and muslc. An lncre-
dlble blend of humor and deserailon, t}tls
was lntense and dlsturbtng theatre. Jan BuI-
ldnts portrayal of Sylvia dylng would wake a
stone heart.

TNs belng more total theatre than pure
dance, technlque was less lmportant than the
effect of expresslve movement as a tool for
bulldlng lmpresslons upon lmages. It was tlp
comblnadon of art torms lnvolved that'was able
to bulld on the emoHons *{th rLeh lnag'ery at
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rEF .'Charlie Noble" war Cup
V ri"E. S"td.m it.tu.h an eerie,
t\ rul"Uo i<iea ponrayed wirb
*ttf such lorce and convictiou.
W Beeause the media ' involved-.Jrr (video tape, lilm,.Iirre rrusif,

dance) were subsenrient to a
'piwer{ul .theme,' they; a&ed
trernendour dirrensiocs ,to the
thieater . experiemg, *lthoti
seeming superfhrous. ,' i\{iss lVhite's essential theater
seems the most promising
approaeh to the c'orrcePt of
sl.nergy. At the root of its
success was the sensitive and
original use of multiple media
to express e well-conceived
artistie idea.
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